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Water rulirig;,ffl~~;tj:~,IP~efit•a~e~: 
By SHE RRI DEATHERAGE are s~borclinate ,ito the city's:use and enjoyment?t;M~clla·nd is very much in the situation that San 
Staff Writer ofits water rights." It struck down a·fee struc- ,•:Angelo was.". . . . . -. • . • • ; •· 

ture that could have cost the city about $18,000' . •Midland owns water rights in Winkler County, ; 
Acourt ruling on San Angelo's rights to water •arid provisions that required users t<fprovi<le in- ·; and though no water conservation district exists .· 

in the Hickory Sand aquifer may bode well for formation about their other water sources/: •••••.·there now, some people have talked about form- · 
other West Texas cities, according to municipal' Steib determined other rulesto be legal, in- ing one; Poe said. • • • • • 
officials . _· eluding provisions that allow ~e district foim~ • Rick lligner, HickorYwater district manager, . 

On Saturday, Senior District Judge Curt Steib • pose .· reasonable •cond,itions ·on . those seeking • said he had not seen the judgment Monday. . 
signed a judgment emphasizing the city of San pumping permits. • •.._.• • • ·_ •.' • ....·• "Based on what you've told me; lfeelpretty . 
Angelo's rights in a lawsuit the city filed more "We think lb.is is a significant and hnpcirtanf confident and pretty good," he said. "The only·:· 
than four years ago against Hickory . victory for municipal users o(underground ~:: conceptual thing (Steib) really had .a problem :. 
Underground Water Conservation DistrictNo.-1. water," San ~gelo City .. Manager· Stephen ..• with was the fee." • • · .•. • ' 

The city purchased water rights to a 60-square- • Brown_said .Monday. "It preserve!! the city's . The district didn't intend to deny San Angelo}· 
mile area in McCulloch, Concho and Menard right to use that well field in the future." •·. . •• water based on its alternate sources, lligner · 
counties in the early 1970s. • The city has never pumped water from the , said, but board members wanted that informa- • 

The water district, formed in 1982 with head- aquifer or laid pipes from there to San Arigelo, • tion to predict when wells would be used. ···•-" <, 
quarters in Brady, passed rules the city of San but has spenf about $1.8 million on the lease and ·\ -:The district's board is set to meet in mid-May, • 
Angelo claimed interfered with its water rights. drilled 10 wells. •. • . •._ . . . , ·.. ,: but may call a meeting sooner to consider ap- . 
Local officials called the rules discriminatory The city managers of Midland and Abilene ••pealing the decision, lligner said. • 
aud sa id the district had exceeded its legal agreed that the ruling could be good news for • Brownsaidthecityispreparedtoprotectitsin-
autho ri ty . some other West 'l'exas cities. • •• • •,Yf!stnient in the well field; . 

Steib partia Uy agreed with the city, buthisrul- . "Itcanaffectanumberofcitiesthroughoutthe : ··tVfe feel that Judge Steib's ·ruling fa1rly'i 
mg left in tact part of the water district's state, especially in West Te.xas; where we , represents thelaw and will give the city a firm : 
regulato ry order. transfer· our water· quite a distance," said foundation if the water district should choose to 

The ruling stated the district and its operations Midland City Manager Fred Poe. ''The city of appeal," he said. • - • 
' .· I . •,..: ,: • •. r ,_ •• • • ·• • •. • • • • 


